EDITORIAL                                       No. 86          January & February 2010
The front cover this year is yet another from Giles Read and Gluvian Art.
THANK YOU!

Earlier in the year, Anne and I introduced ourselves and asked for assistance with The Salvation Army’s annual door-to-door appeal in support of its community services. The response was magnificent, even though we did not manage to cover the whole village, and we offer our heartfelt thanks for the £357.86 that was raised.                                                           Graeme Harding
Nothing tastes as good as being slim, especially on the beach.

NEW PARISH CLERK

I would like to take this opportunity to introduce myself to the parish of Willand.  My name is Tracy Leaman and I have recently taken over the position of Clerk to the Parish Council.  I have lived in Sampford Peverell for just over two years following a move from North Devon with my family. Please contact me on willandclerk@willandmatters.org.uk or 01884 821736.

WILLAND VILLAGE HALL 

WILLAND VILLAGE HALL is looking for a new

Secretary to the Trustees of the Hall,
due to the retirement of the existing Secretary.

Duties will include taking Hall bookings; internet and email access would be an advantage.

For more information please contact:

The Treasurer, CAROL ALLAN on 01884 33828

Or

The Chairman, Brian Thomas on 01884 855267

WILLAND VILLAGE HALL
The Christmas decorations will have been put up by the time you read this article. The Willand Folk Dance Club do this every year and they really make the Hall look festive. Do call in and see them if you have not already done so.
We were very sorry to hear that Mary Isaac had broken her leg and had to cancel the Christmas Bingo. Sadly, Mary has decided not to carry on with her Village Hall Whist Drives in 2010. She has raised nearly £5000 for the Hall over the time she has been organising them and the Village Hall trustees are very grateful to her for her hard work and dedication.

Our Christmas Bingo went quite well. Thank you to Lloyd Maunder shops for donating chickens and to those organisations and individuals who gave raffle prizes. We do need to redouble our fundraising efforts as our flat roof is leaking and the car park needs resurfacing.

We still have a couple of vacancies for trustees for the Village Hall Committee, so please contact Tony Wills on 34782 or me on 33828 if you might be interested in helping to keep the Village Hall running as an independent charity.                                  Carol Allan Village Hall Treasurer
WHIST DRIVES IN WILLAND
From January, my monthly Whist Drives will be moving from the Village Hall to the Church Hall on the 3rd or 4th Tuesday of each month at 7.30pm.  If anyone would like to come but are not sure of their Whist skills, contact me on 35255 and I will try to arrange a few games for beginners to learn.

The first Whist Drive will be on Tuesday January 26th, at 7.30pm.  Mary Isaac
NEIGHBOURHOOD BEAT MANAGERS

PC Katie Rich is now on maternity leave and will return as your Neighbourhood Beat Manager in Sept 2010. However, whilst she is on leave I am pleased that we will have another Officer covering the patch, he is PC Graham Custance.  Graham is a very experienced officer who has over 10 years service serving with Thames Valley and Devon and Cornwall Police. Graham will be in post from January 2010.

 

This month has been quiet and I am pleased to say there is nothing really to report on crimes and incidents.  Finally, may I wish you all a very Happy Christmas and a prosperous New Year.   Kind Regards,

                                                                    PCSO 30384   JONATHAN SIMS
Oiled wheels don’t get noticed.
 
CULM VALLEY MODEL RAILWAY SHOW

WOW!! Around 500 people turned up on October 24th to see the very first Model Railway Show take place in Willand Village Hall and what a success!  Modellers are still talking about it. Last week in Birmingham, someone came up to me and said how much they had enjoyed it and that they hoped there would be another one next year.

The day was wet but that didn’t deter people.  We opened the doors 15 minutes early as there was already a queue itching to come in.  There were 12 railway layouts, plus 3 large-scale “real steam” locomotives, one being 6 feet long.  The 1950’s Hornby 3 rail brought back memories, French and German layouts gave a touch of the continent, and the main hall was full of action with layouts portraying various lines from around the local area.  Lines from Willand to Hemyock, Exmouth, the Lyme Regis area, were all on show plus many more scenarios and even a layout of Okehampton with real sound coming out of the modern diesel locomotives.

What really surprised us all was that it wasn’t just the traditional railway modeller who attended, although many did and from all over the country, but that families, including the Mums, Daughters and Grans came - and they all enjoyed themselves.  A bonus was the smell of bacon sandwiches and pasties wafting across the hall from our “ladies in the kitchen” who were worked off their feet, so good was their food.

The trader selling new and used trains at bargain prices had such a good day that he said he will bring double the stock to sell next time.  The Devon papers even got in on the act and we were lucky to have 4 articles, with photo’s, before and after the event, (their interest seemed to be that it was organised by a 17 year old).

Well, after the euphoria of such a success, we will now have to take stock and look at organising another show for 2010 (and make a start on our model of Tiverton Junction which “seemed to get shunted into the sidings” whilst the Show took all our attention.). Once we have a date confirmed, it will be announced in this magazine and if anyone had their interest kindled in model railways, then phone me and I can give you details of our model railway club, which meets weekly.  Alternatively check our website www.cvmrc.co.uk

                                                                            Peter Fosberry 01884 821811
UFFCULME BOWLING CLUB
At the Club's AGM on 7th November, 90% of the membership attended a most successful meeting, marking the close of our 97th season.  It was most gratifying that every post had a member/s interested enough to seek nomination;  Something that in the past has not always been the case.

At the meeting, Tony Wills, our Club Secretary for the last 10 years stood down, and his post was taken by Alan Ward.  The President, Alan Jenkins paid a warm tribute to the work that Tony has done for the club during his tenure, but the club is not losing his knowledge and expertise as he is still Vice President, Men's Vice Captain as well as Over 60s Captain. So well done Tony.

Attending the AGM gave members the opportunity to see the progress of the Club-house extension works, which at the time of writing are slightly ahead of schedule. Members are excited by the opportunities that will be available in the Club-house when work is due to be completed before the start of our next season's bowling on 19th April 2010.                                John Munslow
PUZZLE

A zoo compound has a certain number of animals in it. The Keeper reports that there are 25 heads and 80 feet in the compound. How many birds and beasts are there?      Answer on the Diary page.
If you are out of touch, try text messaging.

M.D.D.C. DOG WARDEN

As a result of some internal changes at Phoenix House, the telephone number which appeared inside the rear cover for our Dog Warden no longer applies and all calls are now handled by the switchboard. The person responsible for this department has sent me the following:
      “Brian - further to our chat - DOG FOULING:  We have received several complaints regarding the dog fouling issues in Jaycroft/Willand Moor Road area from other users of the area, including our grass cutting staff, about dog fæces.  Should people have information on the apparent owners of the offending dogs, please can they inform M.D.D.C. (your name and address will be treated in the strictest confidence). We need the date, time, breed of dog if possible and a description of the walker, ideally.  The dog warden has already placed “A” frame boards in the affected areas, which have since had to be removed due to them being vandalised. Should the problem persist, the grass areas will not be cut. I’m sure many people are already aware that dog fouling can be very dangerous, especially to children, who can be blinded from diseases caused by worms”.
“STRAY DOGS – should you find what seems to be a lost dog, you can call 01884 255255 24 hours a day / 7 days a week.  We still collect stray dogs from finders during working hours but we use a collection point for cases out of working hours. When the offices are closed, you can use the EMERGENCY STANDBY PROCEDURE. This should only be done by telephone, as emails and web-calls will not be seen until the Offices re-open. The contact will explain to the finder the appropriate procedures to ensure the dog is kept safe until the next working day. You can report LOST DOGS by the same method”.

“Every dog should carry a tag on its collar which contains the owner’s ‘phone number, especially when the dog is on the highway or in a public place. This is LAW and still applies even if the dog is micro-chipped. Remember also that if or when you lose your dog, that phone call could be most important before you leave your home to search, unless you have an up-to-date mobile number on your tag.  A third of all lost dogs are re-united direct between finder and owner when tags are worn.  I hope the above will be of benefit to all dog owners in Willand and ‘thank you’ for the opportunity to put this message to residents”.
                                                                                 District Officer, M.D.D.C.
JUST HOW COLD IS IT?
Many, many years ago, in the time of the Napoleonic War, it was necessary to keep a good supply of cannon balls near the cannons on old war ships. But how to prevent them from rolling about the deck was the problem. The best storage method devised was to stack them as a square based pyramid, with one ball on top, resting on four, resting on nine, which rested on sixteen.  Thus, a supply of 30 cannon balls could be stacked in a small area right next to each cannon.
 
There was only one problem - how to prevent the bottom layer from sliding or rolling from under the others. The solution was a metal plate with 16 round indentations, called a Monkey (a term used to define a table and/or, a rail). But if this plate was made of iron, the iron balls would quickly rust to it. The solution to the rusting problem was to make them of brass - hence, Brass Monkeys. Few landlubbers realize that brass contracts much more and much faster than iron when chilled. Consequently, when the temperature dropped too far, the brass indentations would shrink so much that the iron cannon balls would come right off the monkey. Thus it was, quite literally, cold enough to freeze the balls off of a brass monkey. And all this time, people have believed it was just a vulgar expression…… 
People who are ready to serve usually want to take charge…
APPLE SEED COUNSELLING

Apple Seed Counselling is a local charity which was set up just over a year ago specifically to provide low-cost counselling to adults and young people in Mid-Devon who have limited financial resources and wouldn’t otherwise be able to afford to pay for counselling.  This includes the many people struggling on a low wage or a pension, as well as those receiving state benefits.

Our counsellors are all qualified, insured and members of the British Association for Counselling and Psychotherapy (BACP), the organisation providing the national standard for our profession.  Each counsellors works for free – that is how we are able to provide counselling at such a low cost - £10 per session, and we have a strict confidentiality policy.

There are many reasons why someone finds themselves needing counselling:  Anger, Anxiety, Bereavement, Bullying, Depression, Domestic Violence, Eating Disorders, Self Harming, etc.  It may be that there isn’t any one thing that a person can point to and say that is why they feel so bad. It may be that they have lost their way. It may be that they just feel unhappy for no obvious reason. Whatever it is that brings someone to counselling, they will find a non-judgemental, accepting person who won’t try to fix things and won’t give advice.  What they will do is listen to you, feed back what they hear, help you to see and understand behaviour patterns or patterns in relationships, help you to explore what has happened to you and why, and support you as you make whatever changes you want to make.  You will never be told what to do.  You will be encouraged to think and feel for yourself.

We aim to help people live more creatively in whatever way that turns out.  For instance, it may mean that someone develops the courage to leave a job that is proving destructive to them, or takes a job that they thought they weren’t good enough to apply for. Maybe they can learn to speak up for themselves or discover when to keep quiet - relationships with family and friends may strengthen and some may need to come to an end.  Counselling helps to change things in peoples’ lives that no longer work.

We see people in Tiverton or Cullompton for weekly sessions and we don’t have any limit on the number of sessions.  If you or someone you know could benefit from counselling and think we might be able to help you, please ring 01884 839377 for more information or to book an appointment.
                                                                                                    Tricia St. Clare 

CULM VALLEY METHODIST CHURCH  

Thank you everyone who came to the Carol Service in the village hall. This year we were delighted that more groups chose carols and volunteered to read.  We didn’t want to leave anyone out but hope that they chose the carols you like - if not, tell us and you can have first choice next year. We took a collection and gave the money to the charity Action for Children, which does a lot of work supporting vulnerable children.

The latest step in upgrading our premises has been the creation of a car-park. Well, we had a car-park before but it was only the grass and it flooded a lot. Some of the church members, with help from a JCB and its driver, have created an area that doesn’t flood and is safe to park in. It was a lot of hard work and we are very grateful to them.
Don’t forget our regular coffee mornings the first Thursday in every month.

                                                                                                    Rev Paul Booth

CARSHAREDEVON.COM REACHES 7,000 MEMBERS
Caresharedevon.com is officially one of the most successful car share schemes in the country having now attracted more than 7,000 members. Devon County Council’s free car share service, commissioned in partnership with Plymouth and Torbay Councils, is continuing to grow in popularity and last month's Devon Car Free Day has again boosted figures.
Car sharers can help spread the message to other motorists by displaying a car share windscreen sticker available from Devon County Council at travelwise@devon.gov.uk. The stickers bear the slogan 'Share cars, not queues'. To join the scheme log on to www.carsharedevon.com.             D.C.C.
If you issue an ultimatum, be sure of the objective.
CAMEO
We have been really busy since my last report, mainly preparing for our big Coffee Morning in November in aid of the Diabetic Research Foundation. We couldn't have had a more awful day - gale-force winds and torrential rain showers, but many of our loyal supporters turned out and braved the elements and thanks to you all, we raised £300. Donations are still coming in, so we will shortly be able to send another cheque. We wondered what you thought of our "Human Fruit Machine"?  What a laugh - I can't remember ever seeing that before in Willand (but maybe you'll see it again sometime!)  Our stalls, as usual, were groaning with goods and all the items that were left over went to various good causes - Children in Need, Heart Foundation, CLIC, and the gentleman from the Lions Club came and took away dozens and dozens of books for their annual charity Book Sale, to be held in the Pannier Market, Tiverton in February, so nothing was wasted .So thank you all for your valued support and we look forward to seeing you all again at our next Coffee Morning in the Spring.
The walking group are flourishing, with several new members joining. They have  been hiking over Dartmoor, the Quantocks and the Blackdown Hills as well as some lovely local walks around Killerton, Knightshayes, the canal and along the River Culm. The weather is against them now but they'll be donning their boots and macs whenever they can. (and tucking into cream teas!) The November meeting saw us trying our hand at making Christmas cards - with varying success - under the expert leadership of two of our members, Jean and Bobby. I expect you’ve met them at various Village Coffee mornings throughout the year. They both raise money all year round selling their home-made cards for charity and this year they are raising money for the Cinnamon Trust, which cares for animals who, for one reason or another are temporarily without a dog-walker or someone to feed them. I don't think if we tried to sell our "efforts" we'd make much money - we would probably be paid to take the cards home with us! 
In December Miss Peggy Cooke talked to us about "memorable Christmases". She was brought up at Halwill Junction, a railway signalman's daughter. She reminisced about the food they had and most of us could relate to that, chopping up whole candied fruits and grating lumps of suet from the Butchers shop - nothing was ready-to-use in those days - but this was all part of the excitement of Christmas preparations. She reminded us of the "trimmings" or decorations - crinkled crepe paper, twisted and hung across the living room, not the glittery things of today.  All great fun though. Making marzipan during the war, from soya flour and almond essence - can you remember that? And saving up your meagre ration of dried fruit to make a cake, carrots added to the mixture and pastry bulked out with potato to make it go further. It was a real trip down memory lane for a lot of us and I think a bit of an eye-opener for the younger members. 
We are looking forward to our Christmas dinner at the Tiverton Hotel on 15th December when two of our ex-members, who are now living away from the Village, Gill, in Bournemouth and Viv in Tavistock, will be coming so it will be lovely to see them again.

The "Singles" ladies are off on their jolly jaunts again, to North Wales in September, so watch out all you Welsh people - trouble is on the way!  We have a few vacancies at the moment - we limit our membership to 50 - 55 members so if you feel like coming along to see what we get up to (and you might be surprised) come along to the Village Hall on the first Thursday of every month at  7.15 and you will be given a warm welcome. Our annual subscription is only £8.00 and for that we have excellent Speakers every month, a skittles team, a walking group, a diners club and a "Singles" group and outings and much, much more.  We send you all "Seasons Greetings", thank you for your loyal support and look forward to seeing you all at our Spring Coffee Morning.                                                            Betty Penberthy
There’s no independence without loneliness. 
  
COUNCIL PUBLICATIONS
Devon Talk, Devon Link, Village Green and now another, M.D.D.C.’s Recycling Newsletter are among regular media publications available in our area – and there may well be many others. Some people have referred to them as self-publicising propaganda but I have learned that the former, Devon Talk, which has appeared in two local newspapers and through the letter box (and privately hand-delivered door-to-door in Exeter) is a Central Government initiative and paid for (wholly or partly, I don’t know) by them.  340,000 copies were printed, in the U.K., at a cost, which includes distribution, of 10p each. Next year there will be three rather than four issues and negotiations are in hand for the Post Office to deliver them, although they specify extremely strict penalties for any deviation of timescales.
The M.D.D.C. Recycling Newsletter has just issued its first edition, by email only, and if you’d like to be put on the ‘mailing list’, please contact Julia Stuckey at Mid Devon, email  jstuckey@middevon.gov.uk, or telephone 01884 233105. Paper copies can also be provided, by request.                                Ed.
‘It’s time to move on’ means ‘it’s time to pull out’.
A NEW YEARS RESOLUTION??

People in Willand are being helped to stop smoking through a confidential, one-to-one clinic run by NHS Devon. The support clinic, run by a stop- smoking advisor, is held every Monday between 4pm and 6:30pm at Willand Village Hall. It is run on an appointment only basis.

Greg Price, health improvement specialist for NHS Devon, said: “We get good feedback from people attending our clinics. The support is free and we can organise a prescription for nicotine replacement therapies such as patches and gum. Research shows smokers are up to four times more likely to stop smoking successfully if they get support from their local NHS Stop Smoking Service, rather than relying on willpower alone.

“Everyone is feeling the pinch because of the credit crunch and figures show that a 20-a-day smoker could save around £2,000 per year if they quit. People who smoke have individual habits and so each client at our stop smoking service gets a tailored approach to maximise the likelihood of success.  We are able to help people quit smoking through one-to-one clinics or group meetings and can help when other methods have proved unsuccessful”.

“So for those who have tried to give up several times and perhaps feel that nothing will work, we may have the solution. You don’t have to be ready to stop there and then and our stop smoking specialist advisors are on hand to help you find the best method to help you quit.”

To find out about your local stop smoking service or to make an appointment at the Willand clinic, contact 01884 836024, or you can email stopsmoking.devonpct@nhs.net or visit their Facebook page at http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=129020922185  For further information or interviews, please contact Paul Hopkins on 01392 356 953 or 0797 133 0491.
WILLAND GARDEN CLUB
We had an excellent speaker in November, Mr Hunt, who gave us a number of hints on how to run a Christmas tree business – with the pitfalls and perils! It was very interesting and also interactive, with members joining in with suggestions on how to run a successful business (some were actually quite good!). However, I don’t think any of us are quite ready to launch into a scheme in Willand yet. Our AGM in December will be followed by refreshments and a light-hearted quiz, where everyone is a winner. The Club then has a rest until March, when our new programme will start.

We have decided to change the date of our Flower Show next year to Saturday, 21st August, so please make a note in your diaries. We would like to see more people entering – it is free. Willand Art Club will be having an exhibition during the Flower Show, where they will have paintings for sale.

From all at the Garden Club, have a very Merry Christmas and a Happy and fruitful New Year.  And for further details about the Garden Club and Show, please, email me at candrall an@talktalk.net or phone me on 01884 33828. If you would like me to call you back, just leave a message on my answerphone.

                                                                 Carol Allan, Garden Club Secretary

Eating when you are talking gets in the way of punctuation.

SNOWED IN FOR THE DAY.
I can't quite remember the exact year, but I think it was around 1985.  It was a Sunday, and we were having friends over from Honiton for the day - roast lunch and all that goes with it. There was going to be 8 of us - 4 adults and 4 children. It started snowing fairly early that morning, and it didn't look as if it was going to stop. In fact it became heavier as the morning progressed, and by about 11.30 am our friends phoned to say that Hembury Fort Hill was impassable, so they wouldn't be able to come. Quite understandable. It was still snowing heavily and we had lots of food half cooked. Not knowing now quite what to do with a large roast beef dinner, I thought I would phone my pal, and squash playing partner, Phil Spearing, to see if he and his girlfriend would like to come over and help us out. He said he would, and he would be with us sometime soon. Not long after that there was a power cut. The food was not yet cooked, it was still snowing, and it seemed like the day was not going to plan. 
The power, apparently, was going to be off for sometime, so I decided to put the beef and all the vegetables in the pressure cooker, and take it to my in-laws and finish it off as a beef stew on their Rayburn. I struggled up the road in blizzard conditions and deep snow, carrying this large pressure cooker and did as I had planned. When I returned Phil phoned to say that it wouldn't be wise to drive down and he didn't think he ought to walk. Phil had had a serious accident water skiing in Australia and he had hurt his leg and I quite understood. So we had a large beef stew, built a snowman in the garden, played snowballs, and had lots for tea. The power came on eventually; it stopped snowing and we went to bed. The last thing I saw that night, looking out of our bedroom window, was the houses opposite, thatched deep with snow. The gardens and roads were thickly covered, and I thought it’s Monday tomorrow, there won't be a lot happening now.

When I pulled back the curtains next morning, to my surprise the snow had all gone, completely melted away. The temperature had risen overnight, and it seemed as if it had all never happened.                                                Gary Still
People who have no children always know 

how they should be brought up…..
H.S.E. GUIDANCE FOR THE SINGING OF FESTIVE SONGS       
THE ROCKING SONG
                       Little Jesus, sweetly sleep, do not stir;
                      We will lend a coat of fur,
                      We will rock you, rock you, rock you,
                      We will rock you, rock you, rock you: 
Fur is no longer appropriate wear for small infants, both due to risk of allergy to animal fur and for ethical reasons. Therefore faux fur, a nice cellular blanket or perhaps micro-fleece material should be considered a suitable alternative. Please note, only persons who have been subject to a Criminal Records Bureau check and have enhanced clearance will be permitted to rock baby Jesus.  Persons must carry their CRB disclosure with them at all times and be prepared to provide three forms of identification before rocking commences.  

JINGLE BELLS
                     Dashing through the snow, in a one horse open sleigh,

                     O'er the fields we go,

                     Laughing all the way. 
A risk assessment must be submitted before an open sleigh is considered safe for members of the public to travel on. The risk assessment must also consider whether it is appropriate to use only one horse for such a venture, particularly if passengers are of larger proportions. Please note, permission must be gained from landowners before entering their fields. To avoid offending those not participating in celebrations, we would request that laughter is moderate only and not loud enough to be considered a noise nuisance.
WHILE SHEPHERDS WATCHED
                          While shepherds watched their flocks by night,

                          All seated on the ground,

                          The angel of the Lord came down
                          And glory shone around.

The Union of Shepherd's has complained that it breaches health and safety regulations to insist that shepherds watch their flocks without appropriate seating arrangements being provided, therefore benches, stools and orthopaedic chairs are now available. Shepherds have also requested that due to the inclement weather conditions at this time of year, they should watch their flocks via cctv cameras from centrally heated shepherd observation huts. 
Please note, the angel of the lord is reminded that before shining his/her glory all around,she/he must ascertain that all shepherds have been issued with glasses capable of filtering out the harmful effects of UVA, UVB and Glory.  

LITTLE DONKEY
                        Little donkey, little donkey on the dusty road.

                       Got to keep on plodding onwards with your precious load.

The RSPCA have issued strict guidelines with regard to how heavy a load that a donkey of small stature is permitted to carry, also included in the guidelines is guidance regarding how often to feed the donkey and how many rest breaks are required over a four hour plodding period. Please note that due to the increased risk of pollution from the dusty road, Mary and Joseph are required to wear face masks to prevent inhalation of any airborne particles. The donkey has expressed his discomfort at being labelled 'little' and would prefer just to be simply referred to as Mr. Donkey. To comment upon his height or lack thereof may be considered an infringement of his equine rights.

WE THREE KINGS
                                We three kings of Orient are
                                Bearing gifts we traverse afar.

                                Field and fountain, moor and mountain,

                                Following yonder star 
Whilst the gift of gold is still considered acceptable - as it may be redeemed at a later date through such organisations as 'cash for gold' etc, gifts of frankincense and myrrh are not appropriate due to the potential risk of oils and fragrances causing allergic reactions. A suggested gift alternative would be to make a donation to a worthy cause in the recipients name or perhaps give a gift voucher. We would not advise that the traversing kings rely on navigation by stars in order to reach their destinations and suggest the use of RAC route-finder or satellite navigation, which will provide the quickest route and advice regarding fuel consumption. Please note as per the guidelines from the RSPCA for Mr Donkey, the camels carrying the three kings of Orient will require regular food and rest breaks. Facemasks for the three kings are also advisable due to the likelihood of dust from the camel’s hooves.  

RUDOLPH THE RED NOSED REINDEER
                       Rudolph, the red-nosed reindeer had a very shiny nose.
                       And if you ever saw him, you would even say it glows. 
You are advised that under the Equal Opportunities for All policy, it is inappropriate for persons to make comment with regard to the ruddiness of any part of Mr. R. Reindeer. Further to this, exclusion of Mr R Reindeer from the Reindeer Games will be considered discriminatory and disciplinary action will be taken against those found guilty of this offence. A full investigation will be implemented and sanctions - including suspension on full pay - will be considered whilst this investigation takes place.
(I think this is supposed to be a humorous article but these days you can never be sure…..Ed.)

How many odd socks does it take to make a pair?
WILLAND HISTORY GROUP
Seasons greetings to everyone in Willand (plus all you exiles who also receive the magazine)!  It is with particular pleasure that we wish you a Happy New Year as we move into 2010 – a particular milestone for the History Group as it is ten years since the group formed.  We will be putting together a programme of events and activities for the Group to commemorate this fact, but more on that through the year. 
Back on Saturday, 28th November we held another successful history exhibition, once again in conjunction with the Methodist Church coffee morning.  While numbers were slightly down from last year – no doubt a result of the unpleasant weather – we were busy all morning and plenty of fresh information was passed on by those who came, so thank you to everyone who contributed.  For example, in relation to Summers Mill, we were able to add to our knowledge when it was confirmed that in the early-1970’s there were still some ruins visible on the site (we had been unsure of when the physical  traces finally disappeared).  Once again Derek Rowe came up with some invaluable information, building on the article in the last Parish Magazine about Willand at the time of the Second World War.  He had a list of farmers who then farmed in or around Willand: Messrs Broom (Burn Rew), W Irish (Bagsters), R Hellier (Gerston), J Hellier (Five Bridges), T Sanders (Elm View), R Rowe (The Elms), C Baker (Redgate), M Bright (Weir Mill), P Rowe (Jaycroft), Vickery (Quicks), Browse (Muxbeare) and H Eveleigh (Park Farm), plus a little bit later H Stoyle (Coombe/Beaufoy) and G Westlake (Gables Road).  He also pointed out that Alf Keen had worked at the Duchess of Devonshire Dairy weighing in the milk and that he opened his Fish & Chip Shop slightly later, probably as a sideline to his main work.  One Willand shop from the 1940s that we had failed to mention was that of the cobbler/confectioner Earnest White who had a shop next to the Post Office in the old village, which he ran as a sweet shop and shoe-repair business. We do not have a great deal of information about Earnest White.  Does anyone know more?  What happened to Earnest White and when did his shop close down for business?
Derek Rowe also related some of his memories of Willand during the war.  Firstly in relation to the Army presence in the village: “I remember Army Officers coming to the door to say they were taking over part of our Front Field and they built three large buildings for repairs there, and Nissan Huts for the troops.  Next they took over half of our yard and fenced it off for storing coal for all their heating. Our long shed came next and was filled with motorbikes.”  Next there was a specific recollection of an esteemed national figure passing through the train station: “A short time before D-Day we heard that General Montgomery was stopping at Tiverton Junction Station.  So we lads rushed down and up and over the footbridge, as his train was stopped on the up-platform.  He saw us and beckoned us down, asked what we did and then told us if we had relations serving abroad we should send them The News Of  The World.”
Our Exhibition was tinged with sadness when we learned that Eric Potter had recently passed away.  Eric had always supported our events and passed on his memories and information about his time living in Somerlea with his family, working at nearby Brambers Engineering, and the many successful years he played for and was involved with Willand Rovers.  Our condolences go to his family and friends.                                            James Morrison 01884 250057
Don’t take emotional baggage on holiday – 

they charge extra, now.
AND FINALLY

Can I just say a very sincere ‘Thank You’ to all those individuals who send in their reports or articles as regular as clockwork to the Magazine, which ensures its continued popularity around the community. We wouldn’t have a Magazine without you and I’m sincerely grateful. I can always find room for more, however (we’re a bit short this issue), either from organisations or ‘one off’ quotes or cuttings. Our all-weather deliverers have been well tested this past year and I’m sure I speak on behalf of every parishioner in thanking them for their commitment. So, to everyone who has an interest in the Willand magazine, can I wish you all the Season’s Greetings and a very Prosperous New Year.                                                                                                       Ed.

WILLAND DIARY            
DECEMBER

Saturday         19th   Willand Folk Dance Club Xmas Dance  W.V.H.,   8.00pm

Thursday        24th   St. Mary’s Church Crib & Christingle,   4.00pm & 6.30pm
Thursday        24th    “      “            “      Midnight Communion              11.30pm

Friday             25th   St Mary’s Family Worship & Holy Communion   10.15am

Thursday        31st    Willand Folk Dance Club New Years Eve Celeb.  8.00pm                 
JANUARY

Tuesday           5th    Willand Rovers Bingo                      W.V.H.,          7.30pm 

Thursday         7th .  Methodist Church Coffee Morning,                       10.00am
Thursday         7th    CAMEO  “The Fox Family Tree”    W.V.H.,           7.15pm

Saturday          9th    Willand Folk Dance Club Dance      W.V.H.,          8.00pm                       

Thursday        14th   Over 60’s Club                                  W.V.H.,          2.15pm

Thursday        14th   Willand Folk Dance Club                 W.V.H.,           7.30pm
Friday             15th   Cowgirl Twisters                              W.V.H.,
Tuesday          19th    Willand Rovers Bingo                      W.V.H.,           7.30pm
Tuesday          26th   Whist Drive, St. Mary’s Church Hall                       7.30pm

Thursday        28th   Willand Folk Dance Club                 W.V.H.,           8.00pm

FEBRUARY
Monday           1st   Culm District Flower Club,               W.V.H.,           2.15pm
Tuesday          2nd   Willand Rovers Bingo                       W.V.H.,           7.30pm
Thursday         4th   Methodist Church Coffee Morning ,                        10.00am 
Thursday         4th   CAMEO  Annual General Meeting and Party,          7.15pm

Thursday       11th    Over 60’s Club                                  W.V.H.,           2.15pm

Thursday       11th   Willand Folk Dance Club                  W.V.H.,           7.30pm

Friday          12th  CUT-OFF FOR INPUT TO THE MARCH MAGAZINE 

Saturday        13th   Over 60’s Club Coffee Morning       W.V.H.,         10.15am

Saturday        13th   Willand Folk Dance Club Dance       W.V.H.,          8.00pm

Tuesday        16th      Willand Rovers Bingo                       W.V.H.,           7.30pm
Friday           19th    Cowgirl Twisters                               W.V.H.,
Thursday       25th   Willand Folk Dance Club                  W.V.H.,           8.00pm
MARCH
Monday          1st     Culm District Flower Club               W.V.H.,           2.15pm
Tuesday         2nd     Willand Rovers Bingo                      W.V.H.,           7.30pm
Thursday       4th   . Methodist Church Coffee Morning,                        10.00am

15 beasts and 10 birds
